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SCIENCE FEATURE:

Advancing Maternal & Child Health: A Celebration of
Innovation showcases Impactful Research and
Interventions— T

On Thursday,
March 20, 2025,
the Advancing a
Healthier
Wisconsin (AHW)
Endowment
hosted an event
that brought
together
healthcare
professionals, researchers, and community partners
committed to improving maternal and child health outcomes
across Wisconsin.

The day opened with remarks from Dr. Ugwuji Maduekwe,
who highlighted the impact of federal funding and shared
insight. Dr. Anna Palatnik delivered the keynote on "Equity-
Focused Interventions in Improving Maternal Health
Outcomes," addressing disparities in maternal health and
showcasing current equity-driven efforts at MCW and across
the region.

Presentations from our department included:

* Improving Maternal Health with the Focus on the Fourth
Trimester, by Natasha Griffin, M.Ed.

* Increasing Access to Pregnancy Care through Mobile
Clinics by Laurie Diske, MSN, MBA, RN

* Developing Perinatal Trauma-Informed Care Curriculum for
Obstetric Clinicians and Staff by Abbey Kruper, PsyD

* Preconception Health and Contraception Education among
High School Students by Nadia Tabit

* Postpartum Management of Preeclampsia by Nadine Suniji,
MD

* Building Trust and Uniting Teams through Doula by Erica
Marion, PhD
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Welcome to the Spring 2025

OBGYN NEWSLETTER

I’'m excited to share the Spring 2025
Department of OBGYN newsletter. With the
addition of new faculty and APPs, we've
expanded our clinical presence across
Southeast Wisconsin. We invite you to learn
more about the unique backgrounds and
expertise each new team member brings to
our department.

In this edition, you'll find highlights from the
recent Women’s Health conference and the
Advancing Maternal & Child Health: A
Celebration of Innovation event, along with
photos of our faculty and staff both at work
and at leisure. Additionally, the newsletter
includes updates on new clinical trials, faculty
accomplishments, and upcoming events.

We’d love to hear from you—please let us
know if you plan to visit the Milwaukee area!

Janet S. Rader, MD

she/her

Jack A. and Elaine D. Klieger
Professor and Chair
Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology

Associate Director, CRTEC
Medical College of Wisconsin
Cancer Center

For More Details: obgyn.mcw.edu
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.|+ Co-PI—Emily Davidson, MD: National Institute of Diabetes, Digestive and
NEW GRANT: Kidney Diseases Mechanism (NIH) - 1R01DK139030-01A — Mechanisms
of Improving Fecal Continence Muscles Motor Function in Health and

Disease
NEW CLINICAL TRIAL.: Maternal Mobile Clinic featured on
TMJ4 — :
e PI: Elizabeth Hopp, MD — GOG-3104- i
GILEAD-GS-US-682-6769: A TMJ4 spoke with
Randomized, Open-label, Phase 3 Study Goodman- i

of Sacituzumab Govitecan Versus Johnson about
the importance

Treatment of Physician's Choice in of the Maternal
Participants With Endometrial Cancer Who Mobile Clinic.

Have Received Prior Platinum-based She shared the
Chemotherapy and Anti-PD-1/PD-L1 why' behind it Is
all in the numbers.
Immunotherapy.
"Numbers don't lie, and numbers are higher in
CLINICAL TRIAL NEWS: these black and brown communities, specifically
in the city of Milwaukee, where things can get
e GOG 3037 clinical trial received shout out segregated," said Goodman-Johnson. "So, we
from sponsor acknowledging positive were really strategic in our placements in the
results and MCW being one of the highest community. We researched different ZIP Codes
enrollers in the US. where moms were least likely to get their OB

« Brock Polnaszek. MD. selected as a care, prenatal or postpartum, and we planted the

secondary site investigator for NIH REPAIR ~ Mobile clinic with some community
Study. organizations."

<

GRANT HIGHLIGHT: \

Erica McKinney, PhD, recipient of the TEMPO Foundation Professional Training Grant—
The Institute for Creative Mindfulness: EMDR Therapy Training for BIPOC Clini-

cians program. EMDR therapy is an evidenced

based therapy used to treat PTSD and other forms

of human distress connected to trauma and ad-

verse life experiences. This training program is 88%%3{2'%

unique as there is a special emphasis on the expe- OURFUTLRE i

riences and contributions of BIPOC (Black, Indige- '

nous, Latinx, Asian and other traditionally un-

derrepresented persons of color) providers, pa-

\ tients and other related professionals.

T=MPO5Q

- TP D En s s s e e e e e e e e e e,
\~--------------------’
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https://obgyn.mcw.edu/research/research-grants/
https://obgyn.mcw.edu/froedtert-the-medical-college-of-wisconsin-health-network-launches-maternal-mobile-clinic/
https://obgyn.mcw.edu/research/clinical-trials-research/clinical-trials-and-research-for-womens-cancers/
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WELCOME ADVANCED PRACTICE
WELCOME NEW FACULTY: CLINICIAN:

Weichao “Vera” Chen, PhD
— Assistant Professor in Edu-
cation, joining us from Ameri-
can College of Surgeons.

Nina Adams, NP — Nurse Practition-
er in GynOnc, joining us from Aurora
HealthCare.

WELCOME NEW STAFF:

Timothy Akhalu — Maternal-
Fetal Medicine Research
Program Coordinator.

Ailing Tong — Research Associate in
Dr. Liang Liang’s lab.

Ashley Smith —Research
Scientist in Dr. Bill Chen’s lab.

Sonya Carpenter, RN — GynOnc
Research Nurse.

Chetan Patil — Research Scientist in
Dr. Liang Liang’s lab.

Alexia Castillo — Research
Scientist in Dr. Liang Liang’s lab.

I Celebration of Employees:

:- Kelly Morey—30 years

|+ Melissa Knabe —15 years
l. Kendra Eaves—10 years

I s

Congratulations to Kelly Morey on an incredible | * Meghan Ritchie—10 years
milestone—30 years of dedicated service as our I« Carissa Aboubakare, NP —5 years
Education Program Coordinator! Your unwavering

commitment, passion for learning, and tireless
support have shaped countless lives and inspired | » Jamie Harriman, CGC—5 years

enerations. Your leadership, heart, and profes- .
s?onalism continue to set the standard. Thank you I+ Libby Woodard, CNM—S5 years

forallyoudo! = e e e e e m e - - - - -

[i u r@ For More Details: obgyn.mcw.edu

I. Ashley Boehrig, NP —5 years
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DEPARTMENT NEWS:

June 20, 2025: Resident and Fellow Graduation

The Wisconsin Country Club

June 25, 2025: Resident and Fellow
Research & Alumni Day

MCW Alumni Center

April 17, 2026: Annual Women’s Health
Conference

TBA

In the NEWS :

Erica McKinney, PhD, was a panelist for
"The Black Birth Collection" panel discussion
on "Reclaiming our Birth Experience."

Timothy Akhalu, Project Manager, was
interviewed by Fox 32 Chicago talking about
why self-care matters for those who give

their to others.
:
ETANGS

To support our department in research or

education, visit our website at
https://obgyn.mcw.edu/about-us/
philanthropy/
or call (414) 955-4711 to donate.

_fivl0

Camilla Dagum, MD, GynOnc Fellow,
presented a virtual poster on “Identifying
extracellular vesicle-based biomarkers that
distinguish responders from non-responders
in EndoBARR clinical trial patients” at the
SGO annual meeting. Coauthors for the
abstract & poster were Mona Singh, PhD,
William Bradley, MD, and Sunila Pradeep,
PhD.

Camilla Dagum, MD, abstract accepted for
online publication for ASCO 2025 meeting on
"Characterizing platinum resistance in
recurrent endometrial cancer: a retrospective
cohort study". Coauthors are Mitchell Depke;
Brittany Derynda; Emmy Lambert; Nathan
Deep; Carolyn Storch; Melodee Liegl; Amy
Pan; Elizabeth Hopp.

Alina Tvina, MD presented a poster on
“Fetal anatomic survey is less likely to be
completed within standard gestational age
window for patients with BMI > 40kg/m2” at
the 2025 Society of Maternal Fetal Medicine.
Coauthors were Meredith Cruz, Rachel
Knoebl, Faith Bobholz, Madalyn Welch, Anna
Palatnik.

Alina Tvina, MD presented her poster on
“P197 Identification and Characterization of
Rho-related BTB Domain Containing

1 (RhoBTB1)-Cullin 3 (CUL3) Proteins in
Placenta” at the 2024 American Heart
Association Hypertension Conference.
Coauthors were Guarav Kumar, Ko ting Lu,
Jennifer MclIntosh, Curt Sigmund.

Brock Polnaszek, MD, selected as Editorial
Board Member of AJOG-MFM.

Kaila Harold, MCW student, received The
Dr. and Mrs. Jack A. Klieger Endowed Award

For More Details: obgyn.mcw.edu
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WELCOME RESIDENT
CLASS OF 2029:

Samantha Boettcher, MD
Medical College of Wisconsin

Hannah Coggeshall, MD

Reese Jacobson, MD
Medical College of Wisconsin

Sarani Pachalla, MD

Nadine Sunji, MD
American University of Beirut

WELCOME GYNONC
FELLOW CLASS OF 2028:

Dr. Alka Bapat from Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Si-
nai, Queens Hospital Center

WELCOME MFM FELLOW
CLASS OF 2028:

Dr. Sanela Potchileev from The
University of Chicago

University of Kansas School of Medicine

University of Kansas School of Medicine

DEPARTMENT NEWS Cont’d:

e Camilla Dagum, MD, presented a speed
poster at the 2025 MCW Cancer Center
Trainee Symposium—poster/abstract is
entitled "ldentifying pathways affected by
EndoBARR triplet therapy for endometrial
cancer via patient extracellular vesicle
analysis". Mentor is Sunila Pradeep,
PhD.

Anupama Nair, PhD, in Pradeep Chalu-
vally-Raghavan'’s lab, received the Best
Poster Award for her work on “immune
evasion mechanisms in cancer” for the
category of postdoctoral fellows’ competi-
tion conducted part of MCW Cancer’s
Trainee Research Symposium.

ACOG invited Dr. Klatt to join their
Grievance Committee — reviews and
evaluates grievances regarding profes-
sional conduct of Fellows that may vio-
late the College’s code of professional
ethics, College bylaws or College poli-
cies.

Resident News:

Micaela Stevenson, MD (‘25), has been
nominated to be on the board of the recurrent
pregnancy loss association (RPLA)

-

\_

ALUMNI CORNER: A

We’d like to hear from you! Please
send us your
updates to:
obgynresidency@mcw.edu

J

For More Details: obgyn.mcw.edu
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DEPARTMENT NEWS CONT’D:

Sonam Mittal, PhD, received the Best Poster
Award at 34th MCW Graduate School
Symposium held on Nov 18, 2024 for
“Metabolic reprogramming in macrophages
through extracellular vesicle loaded elF4E in
ovarian cancer.”

Leah Gerlach, MCW student, received The
Dr. John J. and Joan M. Brennan Endowed
Award in Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Meenakshi Pradeep, a high school student at
the Eisenhower High School’s
work performed under the
mentorship of Dr. Akinyemi
Ojesina, was selected for Best
Poster Award (high school
category) at the MCW Cancer
Center Trainee Symposium. Meenakshi's
work was on the “identification of novel
biomarkers for ovarian cancer”.

Pradeep Chaluvally-Raghavan, PhD,
selected for the American Cancer Society’s
Extramural Discovery Science Accelerator
award for our research on Oncostatin M
Receptor antibody drug conjugate
development and validation.

Dr. Gecsi opened “Intimate Partner Violence
Screening in an Obstetrics Clinic: A
Retrospective Study”

(

Stay in touch and A

follow us!
Have something to share?
Send it our way!
mcwobgyn@mcw.edu

Morgan Armstrong and Samantha
Stachowiak, certified genetic counselors,
featured in The Word on Medicine’s Breast
Cancer and Genetics radio program.

Dr. Libby Hopp featured in Tosa Living
Magazine for participating in Running
Towards a Cure — A Ray of Hope Event.

Anna Palatnik, MD, receives The Julia A.
Uihlein, MD, Dean of the School of
Medicine’s CTSI Award — Breakthrough in
translational science.

Dr. Prerna Pandya was accepted to the
national AUGS CME Committee and Dr.
Emily Davidson was accepted to the
national AUGS Coding Committee.

Carissa Aboubakare, NP, was chosen to be
this year’s Chair of the AUGS APP Course.

Dr. Liang organizer of Gordon Research
Conference “The Interaction Between
Humans, Lifestyles and the Environment
Viewed through Metabolism”

Dr. Kruper Primary Academic Partner for
Nourishing Futures: Enhancing Maternal
Child Health through Nutrition and
Education—WMJ Journal — 2024 volume 123
Issue 6

Dr. Kruper and Erica Marion, PhD,
“‘Pregnant Women Perceptions of
Cannabinoid Use in Milwaukee, Wisconsin”

Dr. Dielentheis “Gravid Hysterectomy in the
Setting of Placenta Increta at 12 Weeks
Gestation”

Drs. Schoyer and Gunderson “The
Perceptions of Infertility Patients Regarding
the COVID-19 Vaccine: A Mixed Methods
Analysis of Patient Readiness”

_fivl0
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PUBLICATIONS:

Chen G, Mohsin A, Zheng H, Rosenberg-Hasson Y, Padilla
C, Sarin KY, Dekker CL, Grant P, Maecker HT, Lu Y, Furman
D, Shen-Orr S, Khatri P, Davis MM. Age-dependent cytokine
surge in blood precedes cancer diagnosis. Proc Natl Acad
SciU S A. 2025 Mar 25; PMID: 40117305 03/21/2025

Seitz V, Ziccarello J, Calata J, Mei L, Davidson
ERW. Examining racial disparities in counseling about sacral
neuromodulation for men and women with idiopathic fecal
incontinence. Surg Endosc. 2025 Apr; PMID: 39994049
02/25/2025

Seitz V, Calata J, Mei L, Davidson ERW. Missed Opportuni-
ties: A Mixed-Methods Assessment of Disparities in Treat-
ment for Fecal Incontinence. Urogynecology (Phila). 2025
Mar 01;31(3):243-249 PMID: 39689216—12/17/2024

Galambos, C.M., Jerofke-Owen, T., Paquette, H., Piacentine,
L. B., Schubert, E., Vang, M., Arrington, E., Lodh, N., & Ges-
ci, K., (2025) Changing intimate partner violence screening
and intervention: Focus group perspectives. Journal of Nurs-
ing Care Quality, 40(2): 152-158. https://doi.org/10.1097/
NCQ.0000000000000823 03/15/2025 PMID: 39961118
02/17/2025

Lee JM, Miller A, Rose PG, AlHilli M, Washington C, John
VS, Shah CA, Matsuo K, Siedel J, Miller DS, Hopp EE,
O'Shea A, Chan JK, Bradford LS, Morse CB, Nagel Cl, Rod-
abaugh KJ, Kohn EC, Moore KN, Liu JF. Comparing durval-
umab, olaparib, and cediranib monotherapy, combination
therapy, or chemotherapy in patients with platinum-resistant
ovarian cancer with prior bevacizumab: the phase || NRG-
GY023 trial. Clin Cancer Res. 2025 Apr 07 PMID:
40192715 04/07/2025

Mayadev J, Zamarin D, Deng W, Lankes HA, Pesci G, Kim
H, Chino JP, Banbury B, Sherry N, Sharon E, Ghamande SA,
Ferguson C, Mell L, Holman L, Mathews C, O'Malley D,
Olawaiye A, Hopp E, Leath C 3rd, Copeland L, Mannel R,
O'Cearbhaill R, Aghajanian C, Schilder RJ. Neoadjuvant or
concurrent atezolizumab with chemoradiation for locally ad-
vanced cervical cancer: a randomized phase | trial. Nat

Commun. 2025 Jan 09;16(1):553 PMID: 39788967
PMC11718273 SCOPUS ID: 2-52.0-85214887481
01/10/2025

Oelschlager AM, Gecsi K, Rodriguez M. The Use of
Cannabis Products for the Management of Pain
Associated With Gynecologic Conditions Obstetrical
and Gynecological Survey. 1 December 2024;79
(12):722-723 SCOPUS ID: 2-s2.0-85212984295
12/01/2024

Aziz F, Mallinson D, Petersen TL, Denson J, Klatt
T. Shaping Tomorrow by Advancing Maternal and
Child Health Wisconsin Medical Journal. December
2024;123(6):418-420 SCOPUS ID: 2-s2.0-
85217734357 12/01/2024

Basir MA, McDonnell SM, Brazauskas R, Kim UO,
Ahamed SI, McIntosh JJ, Pizur-Barnekow K, Pitt MB,
Kruper A, Leuthner SR, Flynn KE. Effect of fathers in
Preemie Prep for Parents (P3) program on couple's

preterm  birth  preparedness. Patient Educ
Couns. 2025 Mar;132:108599 PMID: 39647248
12/09/2024

Shen X, Chen S, Liang L, Avina M, Zackriah H, Jelliffe
-Pawlowski L, Rand L, Snyder MP. Longitudinal urine
metabolic profiling and gestational age prediction in
human pregnancy. Brief Bioinform. 2024 Nov 22;26

(1) PMID: 39955767 02/16/2025
Jaeke E, Anguzu R, Greenberg R, Palatnik
A. Association  between  Perceived Ethnic

Discrimination and Receipt of COVID-19 Vaccine in
Pregnancy or Postpartum. J Racial Ethn Health
Disparities. 2025 Feb 20 PMID: 39979695
02/21/2025

Walker SL, Walker RJ, Dawson AZ, Williams JS,
Palatnik A, Egede LE. Quantifying the Associations
Between Social Determinants of Health and Blood
Pressure 1-3 Years Following Pregnancy in Black
Women. J Racial Ethn Health Disparities. 2025 Feb
17 PMID: 39961984 02/18/2025

Palatnik A, Pan AY, Emery SP, Greene S, Muthiah N,
Berman D, Buchmiller TL, Gebb J, Lillegard J, Miller
JL, Newton J, Schneider P, Blumenfeld YJ, Powne AB,
Cibulskis CC, Drennan K, Papanna R, NAFTNet (North
American Fetal Therapy Network). Mode of Delivery
and Subsequent Motor Function in Children With
Myelomeningocele Without In Utero Repair. Obstet
Gynecol. 2025 Mar 01;145(3):316-323 PMID:
39820255 01/17/2025

_fivl0
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PUBLICATIONS CONT’D:

Neuburg B, Harris M, Palatnik A, Harrison R. Association
between peripartum cardiomyopathy and mood disorders in
a large, national U.S. cohort. medRxiv. 2025 Jan 03 PMID:
39802774  01/13/2025

Neuburg B, Gallagher M, Liegl M, Pan AY, Palatnik
A. Inpatient versus outpatient management of gestational
hypertension or preeclampsia without severe fea-
tures. Pregnancy Hypertens. 2025 Mar;39:101173 PMID:
39662168  12/12/2024

Grogan L, Peterson E, Flatley M, Domeyer-Klenske
A. Corrigendum: Impact of Patient Safety Bundle and
Team-Based Training on Obstetric Hypertensive Emergen-
cies. Am J Perinatol. 2025 Mar;42(4):e1-e2 PMID:
39919808 02/08/2025

Griffin LB, Polnaszek BE, Shin J, Clark MA, Lewkowitz
AK, Amanullah S, Gjelsvik A. Parental status and gender
are associated with differences in Tdap vaccination rates
among United States adults. Vaccine. 2025 Apr
11;52:126901 PMID: 39999541 02/25/2025

Porter VL, Ng M, O'Neill K, MacLennan S, Corbett RD,
Culibrk L, Hamadeh Z, Iden M, Schmidt R, Tsaih SW, Na-
kisige C, Origa M, Orem J, Chang G, Fan J, Nip KM, Akba-
ri V, Chan SK, Hopkins J, Moore RA, Chuah E, Mungall
KL, Mungall AJ, Birol I, Jones SJM, Rader JS, Marra
MA. Rearrangements of viral and human genomes at hu-
man papillomavirus integration events and their allele-
specific impacts on cancer genome regulation. Genome
Res. 2025 Apr 14;35(4):653-670 PMID: 39638560
12/06/2024

Levine B, Cirel AL, Schoyer KD, Derse AR, Rydze RT,
Feinberg EC. Should physicians be facilitating gestational
carrier arrangements in the absence of medical indica-
tion?  Fertil Steril. 2025 Feb;123(2):201-207 PMID:
39665715  12/12/2024

Schoyer K, Derse A, Rydze RT. Elective use of gestation-
al carriers: whose choice is it? Fertil Steril 2025;123(2):201
-7

Duyar-Ayerdi S, Summey RM, Uyar D. Disparities in Ge-
netic Management of Breast and Ovarian Cancer Pa-
tients. Obstet Gynecol Surv. 2024 Nov;79(11):673-682
PMID: 39547258 11/16/2024

Tvina A, Palatnik A. Expedited versus standard
postpartum discharge in patients with hypertensive
disorders of pregnancy and its effect on the postpar-
tum course. Am J Obstet Gynecol MFM. 2024 Aug
30:101475. doi:  10.1016/j.ajogmf.2024.101475.
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39218397.

_fivl0
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DEPARTMENT WINTER BALL—January 25:

We hosted a department winter ball this past January at the Harley Davidson Museum. It was well attended by
our faculty, clinicians, researchers and staff in our department.

R |
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WOMEN’S ANNUAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 2025:

We hosted another successful Women’s Health Conference at the Harley Davidson Garage on April 11". The
day was packed with education—we heard from a variety of speakers on a range of topics very relevant to pro-
viders caring for the people in our community. We were able to review best practices in obstetric care, gyn can-
cer care, optimization of mental health needs in the face of infertility, care for a gender diverse patient popula-
tion, and provider self-care. It was a great day of building professional community through energizing and en-
gaging speakers. We look forward to this day every year, and are already planning for next years event!

Birth Outcomes in
1Sconsin - are ye
moving the needle?
Jac

my age group/division in each race and accumulated enough points to finish first in
my division for the whole series.

T 3 .y s/ J 7 Drs. Mona Farez, Christine Pando, Allie Linton,
oy ] g Morgan Briggs and Amy Domeyer ran the Brew
& City Half Marathon in Milwaukee.
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